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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 

 

As the evenings shorten and the warmth of September seems a 
distant memory, November offers us a time for reflection and 
remembrance, and the different articles on pages 4-6 highlight 
this in various ways.  

There will be a time to remember loved ones who have passed 
on at the All Souls Benefice service in Little Saling church on 
the 5th of November at 4pm (see p4).  

Then there is the traditional Remembrance Day service which 
will be held at Great Saling church on the 12th of November 
starting at 10.50 (to allow for the minute’s silence at 11am). 

But darker evenings also allow for more theatre: 

The Greville Theatre Company is putting on ‘Waiting for God’ 
from the 15th - 18th of November (see p15).  

The issue of our local ‘green lanes’ is touched on by Councillor 
Anne Hooks (see pages 9 & 10). It seems that, at least for the 
moment, Rogues Green will need to remain a ‘BOAT’ – byway 
open to all traffic – which in turn, of course, means  Essex CC 
will have to spend money repairing it! 

Finally – green bins, a subject dear to (nearly) all of our hearts! 
Don’t forget to claim your first year discount – see the link in 
Ann’s article.  

Please note that there is a black and white copy of the bin col-
lection calendar on p11 to save you downloading it. 

Provided we get further helpful responses to our appeal for 
funds (see p3 ) we may be able to publish the Salings Magazine 
in colour next year. 

 

Please email contributions to the combined  

Dec. 2023 & Jan2024  

edition by the 15th of November to:  

SalingsMagazine@gmail.com 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE SALINGS 
This is the standard pattern of monthly services  
(please see Church Notice Boards for changes): 

 
1st Sunday of the month:  Lt. Saling at 11am – Morning Prayer 

2nd Sunday of the month:  Gt. Saling at 11am – Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday of the month:  Lt. Saling at 9.30am – Holy Communion 

4th Sunday of the month:  Gt. Saling at 9.30am – Morning Prayer 

A Message from Rev. Jo Wood 

As I leave the Pilgrim Parishes and move to complete my Cura-
cy in the Rodings, Easters and Gt. 

Canfield benefice, I would like to ex-
press my thanks to the churches and 
communities across the Pilgrim Par-
ishes for your welcome, friendship, 
support and prayers over the past 

two years.   

It has been a joy and privilege to min-
ister with you and I am grateful for all 
that I have learned and shared with 

you.   

Thank you and God bless you all. 

Rev. Helen will be leading an All Souls Benefice service in Ss. Peter 
and  Paul Church, Little Saling on 5th November 2023 at 4 p.m.   

This will be a time of gentle reflection where we gather to remember 
and give thanks for those we love and see no longer.  

It is also an opportunity to seek comfort for those who have suffered 
the loss of a partner or close relative.  

At the service there will be Bible readings, hymns and prayers, a short 
sermon and an act of remembrance for those who have died. 
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From the Pilgrim Parishes Ministry Team  

Autumn is now well upon us – although with the changing 
climate I’m not really sure that autumn now brings us what 
we would previously consider as autumnal weather. Autumn 
is (or at least should be) a time of dropping temperatures with 
nights drawing in as we head towards winter. The weather is 
(or should be) unsettled. 

Our days are rapidly getting shorter and the sun is becoming 
lower in the sky. The autumn equinox, when day and night are of equal length, 
has now passed. There are often spectacular sunsets in autumn, the stars can 
seem brighter at night, and on some mornings mist hangs over the fields. 

This is a time of nature's plenty, with a wonderful hedgerow harvest of black-
berries, rose hips, crab apples, hazelnuts and seeds. Crisp autumn days are 
full of colour as the leaves turn red and gold, while toadstools pop up from the 
floor. Many of our much loved creatures take advantage of this wild harvest to 
build up reserves of fat for migration or for hibernation. 

Autumn has always been a time of change as we slip from summer into win-
ter. But global warming is throwing all this out of kilter. The previously predict-
ed transition is now becoming a big unknown. What does October hold in 
store for us? 

In fact, the world these days seems to be full of uncertainty, of unpredictability; 
dare I say of chaos?! The terrible war in Ukraine continues – people continue 
to die in armed conflict, not just in Ukraine, but in many places in the world. In 
Afghanistan (and other countries) women continue to be marginalized and 
victimized. Wild fires are ravaging countries across the globe. Here in the UK, 
people continue to battle with their financial situations, our NHS appears to be 
on the verge of breakdown, and many are still suffering from the effects of 
Covid. 

But midst the ebb and flow of this ever-changing world, the Christian faith 
finds solace in the unchanging nature of God, as beautifully stated in Malachi 
3:6: "I the Lord do not change." And the reassurance of Hebrews 13:8 pro-
claims, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." 

These verses anchor our souls in the unshifting character of God, his enduring 
love, and his steadfast promises. In a landscape of shifting sands, the un-
changing God can become our bedrock, as affirmed in Psalm 18:2: 
"The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in 
whom I take refuge." 

With each step in life's journey, we can find renewed strength in the unchang-
ing God, who remains our constant companion, as tenderly expressed in Isai-
ah 41:10: "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand”. 

May you all find this assurance at this time.          Revd Ian Elliott 
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November - the season of Remembrance   

by Catherine Elliott, Licensed Lay Minister 

At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month of 1918, the Armistice was signed that signalled the 
end of World War 1 hostilities. Fighting rumbled on for some 
time as commanders tried to capture territory before the war 
ended…but the final outcome had already been decided. 
Today, we continue to respectfully remember those who 
fought, died or suffered in so many different ways. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

We thought we would never see another war in Europe in our lifetime. How 
wrong we were. But we give thanks that most Western politicians seem to 
have heeded the lessons of the past and are trying to avoid WW3 breaking 
out over Ukraine. Let us pray that they will be successful. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

This season of remembrance begins on November 1st with All Saints Day 
and is immediately followed by All Souls Day. Together, these give us the 
opportunity to remember with thanksgiving all those who have died, whether 
in the distant past or much more recently. For some of us, that remembrance 
brings only the sadness of loss. For others, it also brings the blessings of 
happy memories and the certainty of our future reunion when all things are 
made new. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

That future was won for us when Jesus died on the cross, whether we 
choose to believe it or not. Like the Armistice, the final outcome of the war 
against evil has been decided… but individual battles continue to rumble on. 
Evil in all its forms tries to make us think our resistance is a lost cause. But 
hang on in there - ultimately, victory is assured, for Christ is King. That’s 
something to remember whenever people or circumstances try to bring us 
down - especially as the nights grow longer and the weather gets cold and 
cloudy – because, as we move towards the end of this sombre season of 
remembrance, we’ll soon be hearing again the songs of love and joy and 
peace and hope, as we start to prepare for the celebrations and remem-
brance of Christmas. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  
we will remember them. 
 

(Robert Laurence Binyon, 1914) 
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Harvest was very successfully celebrated lin September and many 
thanks to all who contributed in so many ways. It was really wonderful 
that Sue was able to lead us and to join, with Andy, to picnic after-
wards.  

There was representation from those from the first decade of their 
lives all the way through to those in their 80’s!!  

A large quantity of produce has been delivered to the Food bank and 
tools to The Tools with a Mission project. Thank you also to those 
who made financial contributions to the 
churches. Helping to keep the buildings 
in good order and open, to all.  

Lydia Roe 

 

 

 
Thank you very much for all the donations 

to Braintree Area Foodbank you have made 
over harvest.    An especial thanks to those 
church partners and school partners who 

held harvest festivals.     

Here are pictures of Rev Sue Hurley celebrating with 
us in the Salings  

surrounded by sunflowers donated by Philip Ratcliff 
and wheat sheaves from Robert Bucknell! 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Councillors 

Chair: Peter Martin - peter@pmpltd.co - 07801 236461 

Colin Bennett - petrabennett@btinternet.com - 01371 850320 

Terry McCarty - k.mccarty@sky.co.uk  

Jennifer O’Connell - Jennifer.OConnell@russellreynolds.com -07872 844961 

Ann Hooks - Annhookssalings@gmail.com  

Janice Macleod - janice@grayandcompany.co.uk 

Clerk to the Council  

Lisa Harris – clerk@salings-pc.gov.uk - 01371 532405  

Website: Salings Parish Council (www.salings-pc.gov.uk) 

District Councillor - Ann Hooks - Cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk  

County Councillor - Graham Butland - Cllr.Graham.butland@essex.gov.uk 

Meeting Schedule 2023 
The next meeting is proposed for Thursday 30

th
 November 2023, at 7 pm  

The Salings Millennium Hall 
 
Parish Ranger What the ranger has been up to: 

• The painting of the fence posts on Grove Villas has begun.  

• The grass was cut on the triangle where Bardfield Road meets Grove 
Villas.  

• Emptying the bins on the playing field. 

• Where safe, signs around the villages specifically the speed signs 
have been cleared of foliage and cleaned.  

Refuse Collections Braintree District Council will no longer be printing 
and delivering bin collection calendars. The parish council aim to provide 
reminders of refuse collection dates in the magazine and on the Facebook 
page. There is also the yearly recycling calendar until September 2024, on 
page 11 in the magazine. 

November dates: 

7
th
 – Green bin, clear sacks, and food bin.  14

th
 – Grey bin and food bin. 

21
st
 - Green bin, clear sacks, and food bin. 28

th
 - Grey bin and food bin. 

Overgrown hedges The parish council kindly requests all members of 
our community to ensure that any hedges they own are well-maintained and 
do not encroach upon footpaths or roads. Keeping our pathways clear en-
sures the safety and convenience of all residents and visitors. Your coopera-
tion in trimming back any overgrown hedges is greatly appreciated and con-
tributes to the overall well-being of our village. Thank you for your attention 
to this matter. 

mailto:k.mccarty@sky.co
mailto:Jennifer.OConnell@russellreynolds.com
mailto:Annhookssalings@gmail.com
mailto:Cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.Graham.butland@essex.gov.uk
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 District Councillor Ann Hooks 

After supporting residents and the Parish Council in its re-
quest for a reduction in the status, on Byway 10 at Rogues 
Green, after its serious decline on its surface condition and 
the volume of unsociable behaviour on it, it is disappointing 
to learn that there is no provision in law to support this kind 
of request. Obviously, this not the outcome that many want-
ed and I share your frustrations.  

Although on a happier note, it is great to see that Essex Highways have com-
pleted repairs to the Byway, as promised in June, making it a lot safer and 
pleasant for all users. If unsociable behaviour is witnessed on the byway, 
people are encouraged to report it to Essex Police on 101 or via the live chat 
function, so a picture can be formed, even if the police do not attend at that 
time. 

BDC are no longer printing and delivering bin collection calendars. But you 
can find it here https://www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-waste-recycling/download-
collection-calendar if you wish to print it yourself or have it saved on your 
electronic devices. You will also find reminders in the Parish Council section 
of the Salings Magazine.  

It is now getting to the time of year when the green bin collection will cease 
being collected (late November / early December) and if you are interested in 
having your green bin collected from March 2024, you have until the 30th No-
vember 2023 to sign up for the early bird offer, to get the service at 50% re-
duced rate. Visit www.braintree.gov.uk/gardenwastesubscription to take up 
the offer. 

Calling all businesses & community groups, the Rural Prosperity Fund is now 
‘live’ at BDC. The Rural Prosperity Fund supports the aims of the Govern-
ment’s Levelling Up White Paper and Future Farming Programme. 

The fund supports capital projects for small businesses and community infra-
structure which will improve productivity and strengthen the rural economy 
and rural communities. 

The rural fund provides capital funding to: 

• support new and existing rural businesses to develop new products 
and facilities that will be of wider benefit to the local economy. 

• support new and improved community infrastructure, providing essen-
tial community services and assets for local people and businesses to 
benefit the local economy. 

Any organisation with legal status within rural areas can get funding. The list 
includes, but is not limited to: 

• public sector organisations such as town and parish councils 

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-waste-recycling/download-collection-calendar
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-waste-recycling/download-collection-calendar
http://www.braintree.gov.uk/gardenwastesubscription
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• higher and further education institutions 

• small and medium sized businesses 

• voluntary organisations 

• registered charities 

Grants between £10,000 and £50,000 are available for the execution of capi-
tal projects in rural areas. If you are a business applying for the business 
grant you must show that you are contributing at least £10,000 to the project. 
Organisations such as: charities, voluntary organisations or councils will not 
be required to match funds. Projects must be finished and invoiced before 
31 March 2025 and grants can only be paid once the project is complete. 
Please visit BDCs website to get more information. 

If you do require my assistance or would like to reach out to me, my email 
address is cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk This is my preferred method of con-
tact. Although, in an emergency I can be contacted on my mobile, 07852 
552247.  

I also have active social media pages, Facebook (Cllr Ann Hooks) and Insta-
gram page (cllr_ann_hooks), where you can keep up to date with what I am 
up to! 

Lindsell Annual Church Coffee Morning  
  

Saturday 18th November 

10am to 12 noon  

at Lindsell Village Hall 

 

Handicrafts  Books  Cakes  Produce  Tombola  Raffle   
 

Everyone Welcome 

All Proceeds to St Mary’s Church 

mailto:cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk
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SALINGS MILLENNIUM HALL 

 
https:/www.salingsmillenniumhall.co.uk/ 

A MODERN HALL WITH 
LARGE CAR PARK  FOR  
PRIVATE & CORPORATE 

HIRE 
PICCOTS LANE 
GREAT SALING  

CM7 5DW 
Contact: Mr Colin Bennett: 

01371 850 320,  
M: 07789770645  

Email: 
petrabennett@btinternet.com

SALINGS 100 CLUB     

 
Many congratulations to 

the winners:  
 

 

September 
1st Toby Bax 
2nd Diane Christopher 
3rd Carol Cooper (Lt Bardfield) 
 
October 
1st. Louis Lewis 
2nd Graham May 
3rd Peter Wilkinson 

VILLAGE HALL EVENTS: 

Tuesdays  Arts Group 10.00am - 3.00pm  Pilates 6.00pm - 7.00pm 

Thursd.   Zumba 10.30am - 11.30am     

Fridays Carpet Bowls 7.00pm  - 10.00pm New members welcome! 

 

Third Thursday of the month: 
Flitch & Chips 4.30 - 7.30pm 

 

We have a clothes Recycling 
Bank in the carpark. 
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TICKETS FOR "WAITING FOR GOD" ARE NOW ON SALE! 
  

Based on the popular 1990s TV sitcom which starred Stephanie Cole 
and Graham Crowden, and written by the same author, Micheal 
Aitkins, all our favourite characters from the original series are reimag-
ined for the present day, facing the challenges that come with growing 
old disgracefully in the era of the silver surfer. 
At Bayview Retirement Village, battle-axe extraordinaire Diana Trent 
conspires with new resident Tom Ballard to give the conniving, slimy 
manager Harvey "The Idiot" Baines his comeuppance through a hilari-
ous conspiracy with unexpectedly heart-warming results ! 
  

At the Barn Theatre, Little Easton, 15th-18th November 2023. 
  
Wednesday 15th & Thursday 16th are "no-food", Theatre only 
nights, with a licenced Bar of course! Curtain up time is 7:45pm. Tick-
ets are £15 
  
Friday 17th & Saturday 18th: 
These performances includes a full 2-course (Main and Dessert) or 3-
course dinner, served before the show. Dinner is served at 7:00pm, 
curtain up at 8:30pm (or as soon as Dinner is finished!). 
 
Tickets for these Dinner +Theatre nights are £38 (for two courses) or 
£45 (for three courses). 

Get your tickets now at: 
www.greville.org.uk/buy-tickets  

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/41Oi6mtCg/c?w=9RYROUk1EBr3I7qtiUxAnQRQkwXNiOMlD6fmOH0UpJE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ3JldmlsbGUub3JnLnVrL2J1eS10aWNrZXRzIiwiciI6ImRlZjMyZjVjLTc0NGUtNDM4OC1mMDNkLTNmOTU0ZDE1NDcwMyIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjllYjJiYzMzLTYzNjAtNGQyNS04Njc1L
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IF YOU ARE AFFECTED BY THE NOISE 
FROM GAS GUNS USED AS BIRD SCAR-

ERS, PLEASE VISIT  

http://www.b-ooom.co.uk/ 

B-OOOM is named for the noise of gas 
guns and from the saying  

 Bang Out Of Order Mate!!!   
The group is working to 
• encourage  crop growers to use visual deterrents  
• eliminate nuisance noise pollution 
• build a better understanding between crop growers and people 

affected by noise in and around their homes and businesses 
Use this URL to report noise nuisance to Braintree Council or contact 01376 
552525 to speak with a  Environmental Health Officer:  https://
www.braintree.gov.uk/forms/form/426/en/report_a_noise_nuisance  
On Facebook?    Visit https://www.facebook.com/BoomBirdGasGuns    
Using Twitter?  Look for @gasgunboom 

Please donate via 
cheque to Braintree  
Area Food Bank Ltd 

(phone 01376 330694 
for  address)  

or via BACS to: 
Braintree Area Food 
Bank, Account no: 

00029229,  

Sort code: 40-52-40.   

Thank you  

http://www.b-ooom.co.uk/
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/forms/form/426/en/report_a_noise_nuisance
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/forms/form/426/en/report_a_noise_nuisance
https://www.facebook.com/BoomBirdGasGuns
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By November we have reached the end of the season and closed the gates 
to visitors – and hopefully by the time you read this, we will have completed a 
lovely and memorable season. In September we had a fine day for our Open 
Day and welcomed regular visitors and new ones to experience the joys of 
apples, apple juice, jams and honey. Local concert band Take Note played a 
wonderful range of music and a lot of homemade cake was eaten! We have 
lined up October to be a fun finale – with a Halloween themed dog day on 
our last Sunday Open Day and the local Enchanted Parties group are also 
having a Halloween event for children at the Gardens.   

When the Gates have shut, we turn 
our thoughts to major projects for 
the closed season. Last year we put 
in a new path from the Italian garden 
to the walled kitchen garden.  Visi-
tors have really appreciated it and it 
is already well bedded in. This year 
we are planning to complete the pro-
ject, so the path starts from the car 
park and we can make the entrance 
area more welcoming. Once it is 
complete the path will help visitors 
see the glory of the Gardens even 
when the grass is very wet in spring and autumn months.  

Through October the Gardens look lovely in their autumn colours, but that 
means that in November we need a big leaf clearance effort. It is a group 
activity, both in raking up the leaves and in squishing them into the compost-
ing bay. By the end of the year the bay is full to overflowing, but it is amazing 
how quickly the leaves rot down and become usable mulch. We use mulch 
for protecting the dahlia border and asparagus beds over winter and for 
keeping moisture in the ground around newly planted trees and shrubs, so 

we need a lot! 

You can see more about what 
we are up to through the closed 
season by following us on Face-
book or Instagram; looking at the 
Garden News on our website; or 
signing up for our e-newsletter 
through our website: 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk    
    

Jill Goldsmith 

http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk


19 

News from Farleigh Hospice 

Farleigh Hospice has lots of events planned for the festive season. If you are 
looking for a quiet moment of reflection, a family-friendly fun run or an easy 
way to recycle your real Christmas tree, Farleigh has something for you!  

Light Up A Life Services: 2 - 14 December 

Everyone is welcome at these special events across mid Essex to remember 
loved ones. For the dates and times of the services and to make a donation 
to Farleigh’s Light Up A Life appeal, please go to www.farleighhospice.org/
lightupalife  

Santa Fun Run in Chelmsford: 3 December 

Join Farleigh in Central Park to run, jog, walk or propel yourself around the 
5K Santa Fun Run course. It is suitable for all ages and accessible for push-
chairs and wheelchairs. Well-behaved dogs on leads are welcome too. The 
entry fee includes your Santa suit! For more information and to sign up, go to 
www.farleighhospice.org/santa 

Christmas Tree Recycling: 5 - 7 January 

A real Christmas tree looks fantastic but what do you do with it in the New 
Year? Farleigh can collect and recycle your tree for you, which is great for 
the environment and saves you the trouble of disposing of it. Please go 
online to register your tree and make a donation at www.farleighhospice.org/
trees 

For more information on all of Farleigh’s events and sporting challeng-
es, go to www.farleighhospice.org/events   

 

http://www.farleighhospice.org/trees
http://www.farleighhospice.org/trees
http://www.farleighhospice.org/events
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POLICE CHOIR OPENS UP TO 
EVERYONE 
 
Having spent 34 successful years as 
Essex Police Choir - which has tend-
ed to make people think that they had 
to be in the Force, or something to do with it, to be a member - the Choir has 
decided to widen its appeal to the whole community. 
Essex Police Community Choir will be the new name and this coincides with 
some internal changes to modernise their image. 
Gone will be the somewhat dated uniform for ladies who will now wear their 
own white tops and black skirts or trousers.  Potential members will still not 
need to read music as the Choir rehearses pieces in a way that everyone will 
learn the songs quite easily.  There is no audition or test for new members to 
pass as they will just have to be able to hold a tune.   
The Choir’s repertoire includes songs from the shows and other popular 
items and sheet music is provided at no cost. 
Because they are part of the Police family, members will still have to accept 
that they represent the Police and therefore need to uphold the image of Es-
sex Police and the wider service.  Whilst the Choir is totally self-sufficient, 
not receiving any money from the Police precept, it does have very welcome 
support from the force, in that it rehearses at the HQ in Chelmsford and 
when needed, is provided with transport.   
This enables subs to be kept to a minimum - £100 for 2024 or around £2 per 
rehearsal for the 48 weeks a year that it meets, as opposed to most commer-
cially run choirs who charge upwards of £6 a session, or £300 a year for just 
school terms. 
The Choir performs around 5 or 6 concerts a year for good causes, at no 
cost to them, and over its life it has raised in excess of £300,000 for those 
charities.  It also believes that it has helped put more toilets in churches than 
any other organisation!  
Choir Chairman, Tony Willson, said ‘These days there are many community 
choirs around and potential members can choose which one they feel com-
fortable with.  However, we feel that we are missing out on a vast range of 
people who probably thought that they had to be working for the police in 
order to join.  We can now say that this just isn’t so.  We have thrown the 
doors open to anyone who wants to sing - which we all know helps our men-
tal wellbeing. So if anyone is interested in seeing what we do, they are very 
welcome.’ 
Chief Constable and President of the Choir, BJ Harrington said ‘“Essex Po-
lice is proud of being part of the community, so this is a great opportunity for 
anyone to get involved with the Choir.  Being a member is an amazing way 
for people to enjoy singing and to get-together with like-minded people whilst 
giving something back to the community and raising money for good caus-
es.”   
The Choir’s first concert as the new Community Choir will be their Christmas 
event on Saturday 16

th
 December with Essex Police Band at Christchurch,  
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London Road, Chelmsford and details will be on the website and on social 
media soon. 
If anyone is interested in attending a rehearsal, they should either send de-
tails via the contact form on the Choir’s website (eesexpolicechoir.co.uk), via 
email at membership@essexpolicechoir.co.uk or telephone Sally Low, Mem-
bership Secretary on 07966 207115 to make arrangements. 
 
For more information please 
contact: 
 
Tony Willson,  
Chairman and Publicity Officer 
Essex Police Choir 
07939101838 
enquiries@essex po-
licechoir.co.uk 
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Thatch has been used as a roofing material for thousands of years. It was 
once common in rural areas because the material was cheap and readily 
available. Now, a thatched roof is much more expensive but the skill of the 
thatcher can still be seen throughout The Hundred Parishes. A thatcher un-
dertakes a five-year apprenticeship with a master thatcher before becoming 
a master thatcher himself. 

Most properties in the UK use either long straw, wheat reed or water reed. 
Many thatched properties are listed and when re-thatching is needed there is 
a requirement to use the same type of material as before. 

In medieval times wheat grew to nearly 6 feet tall, while today’s modern farm-
ing methods produce shorter-stemmed wheat and this has weakened the 
straw and its longevity. Now specialist growers produce taller-stemmed varie-
ties, grown especially for thatching.  

There is some debate about the longevity of a thatched roof. To some extent, 
life expectancy relates to the material used, but it is also dependent on fac-
tors such as pitch, orientation and air circulation. A good thatch will typically 
last from 20 to 50 years, providing excellent insulation. The ridge, along the 
top of the roof, will last between 10 and 20 years, so requires more frequent 
attention. 

Traditionally a new layer of material is laid over the seasoned roof; this is 
called “spar coating”. The bundles of straw taken up onto the roof are called 
“yelms”. Twisted hazel sticks known as “spars” or “gads” are used to secure 
the thatch in place. A thatcher may mark his work by placing a distinctive 
straw finial on the ridge. 

Thatch appears not only on houses. There are several thatched pubs, a 
thatched church at Duddenhoe End in the parish of Elmdon, and a partly-
thatched village hall in Ashdon. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

Photos 

1: Ickleton: long straw being secured by local master thatcher, Mark Tread-
well. 

2: Rickling Green – work in progress. 

3: Little Hadham – Thatched Cottage 

4: Thorley – The Olde Thatch. 

5: Nuthampstead – Woodman pub. 

6: Hatfield Heath – The Thatchers. 
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1st FINCHINGFIELD SCOUT GROUP  
There are four sections that meet in the  

Scout Headquarters, Finchingfield. 

Beavers  6-8yrs held on Wednesday evenings 5.45 – 7.00pm 
Cubs 8-10 1/2 yrs on Tuesday evenings 6.30 – 8.00pm 

Scouts10 ½ -14yrs on Thursday evenings 7.30 – 9.00pm and 
Explorer Scouts 14–18yrs on Monday evenings 7.30 – 9.00pm 

All sections are available to girls and Boys 
We are currently recruiting Adult helpers for all sections 

To find out more contact 
Mark Wells - Group Scout Leader 

T: 01371 810447 E: finchingfieldscouts@outlook.com 
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CHURCH NOTICEBOARD 

Priest in Charge: Revd Sue Hurley. The Rectory, Park Road, Little 
 Easton, CM6 2JJ,  T: 01371859158  E: revsuehurley@gmail.com  

Occasional Offices Minister:  
 Revd Helen Pelly, T; 01371810369  E: Revhelenpelly@yahoo.com  

Administrator Pilgrim Parishes: Emma Nicholls, T: 01371606110  
 E: pilgrim.parishes.enquiries@gmail.com 

LITTLE SALING/BARDFIELD SALING 

Churchwardens:   

Mrs Deborah Reed, Bluegate Hall, Great Bardfield. T: 01371810985 
 E: home@theblueegg.co.uk  

Mrs Jacqui Hall, Pollards, Bardfield Saling, E: jacquirhall@outlook.com  

PCC Secretary: Mrs Moira Grierson Rickford, T: 01371 850503  
 E: mgrickford@hotmail.co.uk  

GREAT SALING 

Churchwardens:   

Mr Robert Bucknell, Onchors Farm, T: 07860521548,  
 E: robbucknell@me.com  

Mrs Lydia Roe, E: lydia.bucknell@btinternet.com  

PCC Secretary:  Mr Richard Gleed, E: rgleed@mac.com 

Treasurer for both churches: Mr Julian Dyer, T: 07768 124418,  
 E: julian.gspcc@outlook.com 

 

DISCLAIMER: The magazine production team has the right to refuse, post-
pone or to edit any material received for publication and it is assumed that 

anyone submitting contributions has the copyright of that material.  

Any LOOSE-LEAF inserts are permitted only at the prior  
approval of the main distributer, Mr. Greg Coe,  

E: grgcoe@yahoo.co.uk  and need to be paid for. 

For any queries related to ADVERTISING in this magazine  
as well as donations towards the magazine cost please contact:  

Mr Julian Dyer, T: 07768 124418 , E: julian.gspcc@outlook.com  

NOTE: all advertising and contributions need to be in PDF, Word or JPEG 
format - i.e. camera-ready in A5 or A6 size  and max. 2 pages 

You can also join the Salings Magazine Facebook group 

ELECTRONIC COPIES of the Magazine via www.salingspc.org 
https://salingspc.org/the-parish/salings-parish-magazine/ 
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