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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 

So, we have plenty going on in our 
villages and the wider community 
over the next few months. By the 
time you read this, we shall be in 
Lent (which started on Wednesday 
22nd February).  

And this year, it’s good news for 
dogs, who are invited to both of the 
Lenten walks (see p9). Just remem-
ber to bring your owner along! 

No doubt you will also be planning 
for the Coronation Weekend, even 
if your invitation to Westminster Ab-

bey hasn’t arrived yet (see pp 6-
7).  

But before that, we have our an-
nual village Plant Sale - see p5.  

And don’t forget this year’s 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 
on Friday 3rd March (p4). 

On p18, Paul Euesden, our Dis-
trict Councillor, comments on a 
number of matters, including the need to book slots at our local Recy-
cling Centre in Springfield from 13th March. Do contact him if you 
have local issues - even if it is an Essex County Council matter, he 
can forward it to the appropriate place. 

And do be aware of the change to Photo ID to vote in elections - fur-
ther details on p19. Perhaps it would be nice if our politicians focused 
on more pressing matters, but the law is the law and we wouldn’t 
want to see people from the Salings disenfranchised! 

 

Please email contributions to the April edition by the 15th 
of March to: SalingsMagazine@gmail.com 
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From the Pilgrim Parishes Ministry 
Team by Catherine Elliott, Licensed Lay Minister 

There is a particular football pundit on the TV who has a very 
distinctive way of saying ‘Unbelievable!’ He is usually refer-
ring, of course, to a particularly skilful bit of playing, or, alter-
natively, to a surprisingly idiotic manoeuvre – you really can’t 
tell which, just by listening to him – is it admiration, or con-
tempt? Either way, it is always ‘Unbelievable!’ I wonder how 
many unbelievable things you’ve noticed recently? 

For example, it is over a year now since Russia invaded Ukraine in a major es-
calation of the Russo-Ukrainian War which had begun with the Annexation of 
Crimea in 2014. It still seems unbelievable, and inexplicable too, that this should 
have happened in our sophisticated and so-called civilised First World order. 
Our thoughts and prayers continue to flow for the people of Ukraine at home and 
abroad. But that it should have happened at all, let alone have been going on for 
over a year? Unbelievable. 

Or that a President of the United States of America should (allegedly) incite a 
riot to overthrow the democratic vote of the people – over two years ago now – 
again, unbelievable. Or that we should have endured not just days or weeks but 
months of being locked in our houses for fear of a deadly virus? Or that we 
should have had three prime ministers in eight weeks! Who’d have thought?! 

There was a little story going round on social media suggesting that the angel in 
charge of world events made a mistake and put all the things planned for the 
decade of the 2020s into one year – 2020. And while we might laugh at the ab-
surdity of that, still we’re tempted to blame the heavens for all that’s wrong in the 
world. And yet, the experts tell us that all the events mentioned above could 
have been predicted, that they should have been anticipated, and were in fact 
expected by those who know about such things. Just because it’s unbelievable 
doesn’t mean it can’t happen. Christians know that Jesus Christ is alive today 
even though he was crucified to death on a Roman cross. It was predicted (in 
the Old Testament, aka the Jewish Scriptures), it should have been anticipated, 
and was in fact expected by those who knew about such things.  

Just because it’s ‘Unbelievable!’, doesn’t make it untrue, nor is it ‘a fairy story’ or 
some sort of con trick or propaganda. It was a real event that was, and is, so 
unexpected and miraculous that people find it easier to mock rather than to find 
out what the truth is – the truth of the God who loves you for who you are, and 
who loves you so much that he’ll help you become the amazing person you real-
ly are deep inside, knowing inner peace without the crushing anxieties that so 
often bring us down. The truth of what Jesus said during his ministry was proven 
true by his rising from the dead – the ultimate demonstration of God’s power and 
love.  You may choose to say it’s unbelievable… but that doesn’t make it untrue. 
Lent begins this month, when Christians prepare to celebrate the most unbeliev-
able but true events in all of history – the events of what we now call Easter. 
Come and find out more at a church near you!  
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INFORMATION ABOUT CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

If you have COVID or COVID symptoms, can we ask that you graciously stay away 

until you are better. In addition, to protect the vulnerable, if you have been in contact 

with someone with Covid, but are testing negative, please would you be kind enough 

to wear a mask. At Communion, the common cup will not be offered but priests will 

offer to dip your wafer in wine before handing it to you. If anyone has been shielding / 

isolating and would like a priest to bring them Holy Communion, please get in touch & 

we will organise a visit. 

CHURCH SERVICES IN THE SALINGS 

This is the standard pattern of monthly services  
(please see Church Notice Boards for changes): 

1st Sunday of the month:  Lt. Saling at 11am – Morning Prayer 

2nd Sunday of the month:  Gt. Saling at 11am – Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday of the month:  Lt. Saling at 9.30am – Holy Communion 

4th Sunday of the month:  Gt. Saling at 9.30am – Morning Prayer 

To connect to any of the live streamed services on YouTube 

search for: “Pilgrim Parishes Contingency Church” We aim to 

stream these services live but, despite us trying our best, sometimes, 

frustratingly, at the last minute, this fails to work. 

Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 

 

theme: TAIWAN 

 

Friday 3rd of March  

Please see church noticeboard for 
further details 
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LET’s CELEBRATE  

THE CORONATION OF CHARLES III  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Many of you will remember the successful Platinum Jubilee Celebra-
tion held last June, and so we are holding another party on Sunday 
May 7th, following the Kings Coronation on the previous day.  

How would you like us to commemorate this 
day? And would you be able and willing to help?  

We are inviting the same Jazz Band back to provide some great mu-
sic, and the hog roast and bar will also to there. But we would also 
like some different activities this year, and that is where you can all 
contribute. If you have an ideas that would help the party ‘go with a 
bang’ please get in touch with us.  

Last year we were helped considerably with sponsorship from the Ac-
tion Group, so this year we are asking if there is any other financial 
support out there. Can you help? Just imagine, if only 50 people from 
our villages offered a donation of £5, we could have £250 to pay for 
decorations, children activities or raffles prizes. Or perhaps you could 
support us by offering a raffle prize.  

If you would like to be involved, offer up suggestions or contribute in 
any way, then please contact  

Clinton 01371 851699  or  Colin 01371 850582  

clintoncornish@btinternet.com  

colintdavidson@btinternet.com  

A quizzical question. Which king never had a 
coronation?  
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SALINGS MILLENNIUM HALL 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.salingsmillenniumhall.co.uk/ 

Contact:   Mr Colin Bennett: 01371 850 320, M: 07789770645   
 Email: petrabennett@btinternet.com 

A MODERN HALL WITH 
LARGE CAR PARK  FOR  
PRIVATE & CORPORATE 

HIRE 
PICCOTS LANE, GREAT 

SALING CM7 5DW 

VILLAGE HALL EVENTS: 

Tuesdays  Arts Group 10.00am - 3.00pm  Pilates 6.00pm - 7.00pm 

Thursd.   Zumba 10.30am - 11.30am   Carpet Bowls 1.30pm - 3.30pm  

Fridays Carpet Bowls 7.00pm  - 10.00pm 

SALINGS 100 CLUB     

Many congratulations to the February 
winners:  

1st Steve Clapton 

2nd Janice Nice 

3rd Mark Farthing 

Table Tennis  

in the Salings Millennium 
Village Hall  

We have had a recent suggestion 
to start a new Table Tennis club in 

the village hall, and subject to a 
suitable time slot and equipment, 
would anyone be interested? Let’s 
see how much appetite there is for 
this kind of club within the Salings.  

Have you played recently? Would 
you like to learn? Are you experi-
enced to offer your skills in organ-

ising a club? 

Contact Clinton on: 01371 
851699 

Have you seen this? 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Councillors 
Chair: Peter Martin - peter@pmpltd.co - 07801 236461 
Colin Bennett - petrabennett@btinternet.com - 01371 850320 
Terry McCarty - k.mccarty@sky.co.uk  
Jennifer O’Connell - Jennifer.OConnell@russellreynolds.com -07872 844961 
Ann Hooks - Annhookssalings@gmail.com  
Janice Macleod - janice@grayandcompany.co.uk 
 
Clerk to the Council  
Michelle Baker - clerk@salings-pc.gov.uk - 01371 829094 
Website: Salings Parish Council (www.salings-pc.gov.uk) 

District Councillor - Paul Euesden - Cllr.peuesden@braintree.gov.uk 
County Councillor - Graham Butland - Cllr.Graham.butland@essex.gov.uk 

Meeting Schedule 2023 May 9th 2023 (Annual Parish Meeting) 
May 24th 2023 (Annual Parish Council Meeting) 

Clerk Vacancy 
The Parish Council are still looking for a clerk as the current clerk will be 

moving away soon. The role offers 8 hours per week, SCP 19-21 (£13.48-
£14.02 depending on qualification), 6 meetings per year, and a parish ranger 

to support your plan delivery. You can find the full job description here: 
https://salings-pc.gov.uk/clerk-job-vacancy/ or if you'd like an informal chat 
with the outgoing clerk, please email clerk@salings-pc.gov.uk or message 

through our Facebook page. 

mailto:k.mccarty@sky.co
mailto:Jennifer.OConnell@russellreynolds.com
mailto:Annhookssalings@gmail.com
mailto:Clerk@salings-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.Graham.butland@essex.gov.uk
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FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR PAUL EUESDEN 

I’ve had approaches for help from 2 residents during February. One related to 
repairs by Eastlight and I am hopeful of a successful outcome soon. The other 
relates to the condition of a By Way. As Byways are a Highways issue, I have 
contacted our County Councillor and he is dealing with this. I’ve also received 
several more reports regarding the damage to the edges of Bardfield Road and 
the potholes in The Street. All of the potholes have been reported and our 
County Councillor is taking up the issue for us. In the meantime, please report 
any potholes you see (with pictures if possible) but do not take risks to get pic-
tures. One car had 2 tyres and two wheel rims badly damaged yesterday even-
ing by the deep holes on the edge of Bardfield road and Police were called. 
Hopefully this will be repaired by the time you read this. 

District News: Essex County Council have announced that an appointment 
system is being introduced at all of it’s Recycling Centres for all vehicles. 
The system will be trialed from Monday 13

th
 March. Booking details can be 

found on the Love Essex website. 

In February, I had a tour of the new facilities provided by investments made by 
BDC, that are now open. Victoria Square development. This comprises of 34 
apartments (all occupied now), Car park and Bus station, public toilets, some 
retail space for a Pharmacy, Café and restaurant (not open yet) and an NHS 
Livewell Hub which is now open and offering a range of services and clinics. It 
is hoped that the NHS will secure a new GP Surgery in the building shortly. 

I-Construct. New training facility for the construction industry on Springwood 
Industrial Estate, with conferencing facilities available for hire. The building 
showcases the latest Environmentally friendly construction methods. The build-
ing is already being used extensively. 

Horizon 120 Enterprise Park with purpose-built Facilities for new employers, 
most of it is already sold with one building already occupied and another soon 
to open. The tour included the Gridserve facility which is fully operational. 
These developments are bringing new job opportunities for local people. There 
is extensive planting throughout the site, including a lake and a footpath 
through to the Notley Country Park. 

The Plaza at Horizon 120. Owned and operated by BDC this building provides 
workspace to self-employed or people working from home, 42 small offices for 
start-up companies (70% let already), and full conferencing facilities. The 
space comes with excellent broadband connection, heating and lighting. Space 
costs from £10 a day for a desk including Internet access etc, and is bookable 
at the site on a daily basis.  There is also an excellent café that is open to the 
public and is operated by Josh and Grace from The Booking Hall Café in 
Rayne.  

Finally, if you need my help, please get in touch. 
cllr.peuesden@braintree.gov.uk and, as always, be kind to each other. 

mailto:cllr.peuesden@braintree.gov.uk
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THE WAY WE VOTE IS CHANGING 

The next elections to take place will be the local council elections on 
Thursday 4 May 2023.  

Photo ID now required  

The government has introduced new voter security measures which 
means, for the first-time, voters will have to show photo ID at the poll-
ing station. Acceptable ID will include a passport, photo driving li-
cence and a national concessionary bus pass. The full list will be 
available on the back of the poll card. This information on the next 
page is provided on the Braintree District Council Website. 

No suitable photo ID? If you do not have any of the accepted 
forms of photo ID, and you wish to vote at in the May 2023 elections, you will 
need to apply for a free Voter Authority Certificate. This is a free photo-
graphic identification document specific for the purposes of voting provided 
by the Government. It is important to note that you only need to apply for the 
Voter Authority Certificate if you DO NOT have any of the accepted photo 
ID’s. The application process will be managed through the GOV.UK website.   

Voters who do not produce a Voter Authority Certificates, or valid Pho-
to ID will not be allowed to vote on the day. 

Postal and proxy vote Postal voters will not be affected and will be issued 
with their postal ballot papers as usual. If you choose to vote by proxy then 
the person who you have trusted to vote on your behalf will have to take their 
own Photo ID or Voter Authority Certificate to the relevant polling station in 
order to be issued with a ballot paper.  

Electoral Register  

You need to be on the electoral register to vote in elections and it may 
also be helpful when you want to get credit for things such as a mort-
gage or loan. Please note that paying council tax does not automati-
cally add you to the electoral register. The easiest way to register is to 
go online. Visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.  

Poll cards are changing  

A poll card will be sent to all registered electors at the end of March. 
These will now be A4 sized and delivered in an envelope. The poll 
card is still for information purposes and not a requirement for voting.  

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/voting-elections 

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/voting-elections/register-vote 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate
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Farleigh Hospice – Events and Volunteering 

Ramble, scramble and family fun for Farleigh 
Farleigh Hospice has a busy calendar of fundraising events this year, 
with something for all the family to enjoy. Please sign up, have a great 
time and ask your friends and family to sponsor you to raise money 
for your local hospice!  
Walk for Life – Sunday 14 May 
This popular walk returns, taking in the beautiful countryside along the 
towpath of the Chelmer and Blackwater navigation. Walkers can 
choose between the 12km ramble that begins at Paper Mill Lock and 
the more demanding 24km route that starts at Heybridge Basin. Both 
finish at the Teledyne e2v offices in Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford. 
Walk for Life is suitable for keen walkers of all ages and well-behaved 
dogs are also welcome. Participants receive a t-shirt and a medal. 
Midsummer Mudness – Thursday 22 June 
This is an exciting new evening event at Wild Forest in Brentwood, 
which is the the home of the Nuclear Races obstacle course. If you’ve 
ever wanted to try the infamous course, you will love this shorter 2km 
version with a variety of obstacles - including the death slide and zip 
wire – and plenty of mud!  
It starts at 5.30pm so it’s the perfect after-work team-building event. 
You can also sign up with your friends and family for an unforgettable 
evening or take part on your own for a unique personal challenge! 
Family Fun this Sum-
mer!  
We have a brand-new 
family-friendly event tak-
ing place at Maldon’s 
‘Prom’ park this sum-
mer! Keep an eye on 
Farleigh’s website and 
social media in March 
where all the details will 
be revealed and you will 
have the opportunity to 
take advantage of early 
bird booking prices. 
For more information on 
all of Farleigh’s events, 
please visit 
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To Help please donate via cheque 
to  Braintree Area Food Bank Ltd (phone 
01376 330694 for  address)  or via BACS 
to: Braintree Area Food Bank,  Account 
no: 00029229, Sort code: 40-52-40.   

Our need at the Foodbank is greater than 
ever, for a lot of reasons, including the re-
moval of the £20 uplift in Universal Credit, 

increased fuel and energy prices and the removal of rent caps.  Thank you  
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1st FINCHINGFIELD SCOUT GROUP  
There are four sections that meet in the  

Scout Headquarters, Finchingfield. 

Beavers  6-8yrs held on Wednesday evenings 5.45 – 7.00pm 
Cubs 8-10 1/2 yrs on Tuesday evenings 6.30 – 8.00pm 

Scouts10 ½ -14yrs on Thursday evenings 7.30 – 9.00pm and 
Explorer Scouts 14–18yrs on Monday evenings 7.30 – 9.00pm 

All sections are available to girls and Boys 
We are currently recruiting Adult helpers for all sections 

To find out more contact 
Mark Wells - Group Scout Leader 

T: 01371 810447 E: finchingfieldscouts@outlook.com 
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March can be such a lovely month for being outdoors. At the Gardens, the 

daffodils come out through March, some early, some late and they are usual-

ly still in bloom in early April. Group Visits for 10 or more visitors can be 

booked in for a Thursday, if you wish to visit in March. The Gardens then 

open on Thursdays for all visitors on 6 April. 

There are a huge number of species and varieties of daffodil and many of 

those in the Gardens were planted in Victorian times and have naturalised in 

the Bosquet and the Lime Wood. In March, other wildflowers are out too, 

fresh leaves are opening on shrubs and trees and there is the first blossom 

on the fruit trees – beautiful pink on the peaches and nectarines that are es-

paliered on the kitchen garden walls. There is often real warmth, when the 

sun shines, in the Italian Garden and the Walled Kitchen Garden. So, the 

bees and some butterflies are starting to get out and about. And for garden-

ers, it is a lovely time for getting borders back into shape; moving and plant-

ing perennials; prepping vegetable beds and sowing the first seeds. 

As the Gardens renew themselves, we also like to welcome new volunteers. 

We are holding two New Volunteers’ Days this year, on Saturday 11 March 

and on Thursday 16 March, so there’s a weekend and a weekday option! We 

will show potential new volunteers around the Gardens and for those that 

wish, there can be a little light work! For more information go to our website 

www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on .  

 

Jill Goldsmith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on
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The Office for National Statistics (ONS) recently published analysis of 
the 2021 Census. Nationally, this showed that the population of Eng-
land grew by 6% in the last 10 years and 14% over the last 20 years. 
Locally, the increase has been much faster. The population of The 
Hundred Parishes in 2021 was around 156,000, up 12% since 2011 
and 24% since 2001. If roads seem busier, these extra 30,000 people 
are a major factor. 

Half of the increase is accounted for by 6 parishes close to Stansted 
Airport.  Elsenham, Flitch Green, Great Dunmow, Little Canfield, 
Stansted Mountfitchet and Takeley have each expanded by more than 
50% in the last 20 years. Another big growth was seen in Buntingford: 
from 4,300 in 2001 to 7,900 in 2021. 

The Census is the modern equivalent of the Domesday Book pro-
duced in 1086 AD when the national population was less than 2 mil-
lion, compared to 60 million today.  

Today, 8% of the Hundred Parishes population was born outside the 
UK (compared to 17% in the whole of England and Wales); 10% of 
homes are flats (v 22%); 36% of houses have 4 or more bedrooms (v 
21%); 27% of homes are rented (v 37%); 40% of adults work at home 
(v 31%); 55% are in professional or managerial jobs (v 46%); 56% of 
households have 2 or more vehicles (v 35%). We have a different age 
mix to the UK average, with a shortfall of around 5,000 people in their 
20s and 30s offset by around 5,000 extra people aged over 40. 

While the previous paragraph highlights contrasts, some statistics are 
closely aligned with the national picture: 99% of households have cen-
tral heating; 5% of households have a second home; 51% of the pop-
ulation is female and 49% male. 

Each parish introduction on www.hundredparishes.org.uk has been 
updated to include the 2021 population. For more information, please 
go to https://www.ons.gov.uk/census  

 

Ken McDonald, Secretary  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census
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IF YOU ARE AFFECTED BY THE NOISE 
FROM GAS GUNS USED AS BIRD SCAR-

ERS, PLEASE VISIT  

http://www.b-ooom.co.uk/ 

B-OOOM is named for the noise of gas 
guns and from the saying  

 Bang Out Of Order Mate!!!   
The group is working to 
• encourage  crop growers to use visual deterrents  
• eliminate nuisance noise pollution 
• build a better understanding between crop growers and people 

affected by noise in and around their homes and businesses 
Use this URL to report noise nuisance to Braintree Council or contact 01376 
552525 to speak with a  Environmental Health Officer:  https://
www.braintree.gov.uk/forms/form/426/en/report_a_noise_nuisance  
On Facebook?    Visit https://www.facebook.com/BoomBirdGasGuns    
Using Twitter?  Look for @gasgunboom 

http://www.b-ooom.co.uk/
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/forms/form/426/en/report_a_noise_nuisance
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/forms/form/426/en/report_a_noise_nuisance
https://www.facebook.com/BoomBirdGasGuns
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CHURCH NOTICEBOARD 

Priest in Charge: Revd Sue Hurley. The Rectory, Park Road, Little 
 Easton, CM6 2JJ,  T: 01371859158  E: revsuehurley@gmail.com  

Occasional Offices Minister:  
 Revd Helen Pelly, T; 01371810369  E: Revhelenpelly@yahoo.com  

Administrator Pilgrim Parishes: Emma Nicholls, T: 01371606110  
 E: pilgrim.parishes.enquiries@gmail.com 

LITTLE SALING/BARDFIELD SALING 

Churchwardens:   

Mrs Helen Davies, Denbies, Bardfield Saling, T: 01371 850735,  
 E: helenr.davies@btinternet.com 

Mrs Deborah Reed, Bluegate Hall, Great Bardfield. T: 01371810985 
 E: home@theblueegg.co.uk  

PCC Secretary: Mrs Moira Grierson Rickford, T: 01371 850503  
 E: mgrickford@hotmail.co.uk  

GREAT SALING 

Churchwardens:   

Mr Robert Bucknell, Onchors Farm, T: 07860521548,  
 E: robbucknell@me.com  

Mrs Lydia Roe, E: lydia.bucknell@btinternet.com  

PCC Secretary:  Mr Richard Gleed, E: rgleed@mac.com 

Treasurer for both churches: Mr Julian Dyer, T: 07768 124418,  
 E: julian.gspcc@outlook.com 

DISCLAIMER: The magazine production team has the right to refuse, post-
pone or to edit any material received for publication and it is assumed that 

anyone submitting contributions has the copyright of that material.  

Any LOOSE-LEAF inserts are permitted only at the prior  
approval of the main distributer, Mr. Greg Coe,  

E: grgcoe@yahoo.co.uk  and need to be paid for. 

For any queries related to ADVERTISING in this magazine  
as well as donations towards the magazine cost please contact:  

Mr Julian Dyer, T: 07768 124418 , E: julian.gspcc@outlook.com  

NOTE: all advertising and contributions need to be in PDF, Word or JPEG 
format - i.e. camera-ready in A5 or A6 size  and max. 2 pages 

You can also join the Salings Magazine Facebook group 

ELECTRONIC COPIES of the Magazine via www.salingspc.org 
https://salingspc.org/the-parish/salings-parish-magazine/ 

mailto:sue@hurleyathome.com
mailto:Revhelenpelly@yahoo.com
mailto:pilgrim.parishes.enquiries@gmail.com
mailto:home@theblueegg.co.uk
mailto:mgrickford@hotmail.co.uk
tel:07768%20124418
mailto:julian.gspcc@outlook.com
tel:07768%20124418
mailto:julian.gspcc@outlook.com
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